




 

 
Attention: Planning Commission 

  
To Whom It May Concern: 

  
This letter is written to oppose the Pehl project to sand mine in the Salinas River.  

1. The area is quite populated in that area. 

2. The Golden Eagle uses that part of the river to rest. 

3. The roads (River Road, Wellsona Road, Airport Road) are in no condition to handle the truck traffic. 

Yes, Wellsona has recently been paved over but the base was not fixed.  

4. The dust from trucks will affect the crops growing near the road. 

5. Increased noise pollution from the mining equipment and trucks. 

The list can go on but theses are highlights.  

Please deny the project. 

  
Sincerely, Louise Hamm 

2125 Wellsona Road 

Paso Robles, CA 93446 
805 467-2122 







 

 

 

Attn: Planning Commissioner 

 

9/21/08 

 

Re: PEHL Sand and Gravel Application 

 

On September 25th the Pehl project will come up for review and the decisions made will be far 

reaching.  There are at least 5 to 6 projects of this kind which are in the pipeline and what is 

decided about the Pehl operation will pertain to these, as you know.  

 

Therefore, I'm very concerned about the consequences of approving of the Pehl project and what 

the impact to the surrounding area would be as follows: 

 

• Traffic and safety 

• Quality of roads 

• The limitation of resources in relation 

    to operation compliance 

• Impact of the health of the Salinas River 

• Impact on surrounding agriculture and neighborhoods 

 

After due consideration the San Miguel Advisory Council voted unanimously against the Pehl 

project. 

 

I urge you to deny this project and request that a specific plan be prepared which would address 

the mining and resource management of the Salinas River and its tributaries. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Andrea Hobbs 

 

 
  



                                                                                                                        Sept. 20,2008 

  

Att. All Planning Commissioners. 

       Commissioner Gene Melschau 

       Commissioner Bob Roos 

       Commissioner Sarah Christie 

       Commissioner Anne Wyatt 

       Commissioner Penny Rappa 

  

Dear Commissioners: 

  

We are ranchers and property owners at 6988 North River Rd. Paso Robles, in San Luis Obispo County, 

and we are concerned constituents. We are writing about the proposed Pehl mining project [PIT] along 

the Salinas River. This project is requesting a conditional use permit within the Agricultural Land Use 

Area, and is in a Williamson Act Contract. 

  

We support the planning departments determination that an Environmental Impact Report, [EIR], should 

be prepared or the project should be denied outright.The cumulative effect consideration for all current 

and future mines is important in the decision on this project and the other four pending mines. 

  

Technical experts from Fish and Game and the Regional Water Quality Control Board have submitted 

letters of concern and presented testimony at meetings asking for an Environmental Impact Report for the 

Pehl project and the other pending "pits". It is also suggested that a Salinas River Watershed study be 

prepared to gather facts about our river and its future. Please consider this. 

  

The San Luis Obispo County Agriculture Advisory Committee voted against the project in October 2006. 

The "Pehl Pit" was deemed incompatible with surrounding Agriculture, Residents and incompatible with 

the terms of the Williamson Act. 

  

We have attended all meetings and forums in regards to these projects, and the only people for these 

projects are the applicants. The San Miguel Advisory Committee voted unanimously against this project 

and the pending other "pits" in 2008, stating concerns for the dynamics of the Salinas River, safety for the 

people, increased traffic and wear and tear on the roads. These projects will be the burden of the tax 

payer to benefit a handful of applicants for the 20 year life of the permits. 

  

The applicants have quite a long history of applying for mining applications in this area of the Salinas 

River. In 1986 and again in 1988 Viborg had mining applications deemed incompatible and were required 

to do Environmental Impact Reports, which they refused to do. The Weyrick 2000 project less than a mile 

from Mr. Pehls proposed "pit", was deemed incompatible for many reasons and was unanimously 

required to do an Environmental Impact Report by the Board of Supervisors. Past history should be 

considered in the decision on the Pehl pit and the others. John Nall has personal knowledge of all these 

projects and applicants, as he has been involved over the years. 

  

Why would you allow these "pits" in 2008 with past history, cumulative impacts, more defined 

neighborhoods, larger population, narrow country roads, more traffic, and concerns about the rivers 

sensitive receptors and the human element, the people. 

  

                                                               Respectfully, 

  

                                                        Gary and Patti Davis 

                                                          North 4-D Ranch 

cc. Please forward this to all Supervisors 

      Susan Baker 
  



 

Commissioner Gene Melschau 

Commissioner Bob Roos 

Commissioner Sarah Christie 

Commissioner Anne Wyatt 

Commissioner Penny Rappa 

 

September 20,2008 

 

Attn: All Planning Commissioners 

 

We are writing in regard to the Pehl Mining Proposal to be heard on September 25, 2008 in 

front of your commission. We are adamantly opposed to this proposal and request you deny 

this project based on deficient information provided by the applicant with regard to aesthetics, 

agricultural resources, air quality , biological resources, geology and soils, noise,  transportation 

and circulation, water and land use for the reasons stated in our appeal to the Mitigated 

Negative Declaration in your Staff Report,  3-63. 

 

We used to think the Environmental Impact Report would fully evaluate the issues with this 

proposal and the other proposals cumulatively. The more we have learned the more we 

understand many of the impacts are unmitigable.  Many  mitigations are unreasonable and 

contradictory.  For example , Agriculture Department comments, 3-45, prime soils are to be 

salvaged and stockpiled for the duration of mine operations..[20 yrs]...etc... This will effectively 

lower the terrace,  no discussion of disturbed  soils within this floodplain  and their ability to 

withstand river flows and rain events. No where else in geology and soils discussion is this 

mitigation mentioned or acceptable. Another example , fees do not mitigate the vulnerablity of 

our homes and properties to this project. Information provided for this proposal is site specific 

without regard for neighbors  upstream and downstream properties. The Agriculture Preserve 

Review Committee voted to not recommend  mining  land use on this  contracted Williamson 



Act land based on three principles of compatibility.  These types of discussions are throughout 

the project proposed.. 

 

This project is further complicated by the cumulative impacts of existing projects and other 

projects in the pipeline at the County. Particularly the three within less than a mile to include 

Pehl proposal, Weyrick proposal and Viborg- Azzoparti preapplication in the Salinas River. We 

welcome and urge you to accept  the comments of Fish & Game and Regional Water Quality 

Board and their discussion of the lack of information as it pertains to this river and its dynamics 

and its capabilities cumulatively. 

 

My husband purchased our ranch at 7305 North River Road in 1974, a few years after 30 acres 

of farmland had been lost to the river. Prior to the rains in 1969, ambitious property owners 

decided to clean out the river at Wellsona Area so it would run cleaner. The result coupled with 

the rains of 1969 took out property upstream of  the Pehl property [south of Wellsona]  and 

downstream where we are located.  You may note and compare in your staff report 3-334 and 

3-336.  Please note the prime  farm ground where it was and where  it no longer is.. To this day 

some of the old  irrigation lines are still  visible in the river.   Then please note the “avulsion” 

event discussion 3-326 and 3-327. The dictionary defines avulsion as a “tearing away”, “ a 

sudden cutting off of land by flood currents or change in course of a body of water. One 

separating land from one persons property and joining it to anothers”. The discussion and 

diagram include the Rogers, Harris, and Kunze properties.  This is just a few of the examples .   

We do not trust the applicants agent “professional opinion”. This is very serious business this 

mining for 20 years. 

 

We have history here of previous applications [4] and findings for EIRS and Denials for the same 

reasons stated in this Staff Report... nothing has changed here, except there are more defined 

community of homes and agriculture and we are supposed to have better  information  in our 

planning. 

 

We urge you to deny this project for the many reasons stated in the Staff Report.  The 

Environmental Impact Report will not do any good unless it addresses the conflicts that would 

otherwise be addressed in a Specific Plan recommended by your Planning Commission to the 



Board of Supervisors  addressing mining and resource management of the Salinas River and its 

tributaries. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Colleen and Bill Enk 

River Ranch 

7305 North River Road 

Paso Robles, CA 93446 

 

 

 


